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Benjamin Skepper will perform at the NGV's
Napoleon exhibition. Picture: Chris Scott

SEEN from a distance, he could have
stepped right out of a gilt-framed
painting in the Napoleon: Revolution to
Empire exhibition.

The top hat and frock coat, the pantaloons and
ruffles ... they all suggest a man at home in the
past. But Benjamin Skepper is thoroughly
modern: an Australian-born, Japan-based
artist-musician whose genre-bending
performances open ears - and raise eyebrows -
in theatres, museums and fashion shows.

"What I do is a combination of old world and
new world," he says. "Instrumentation meeting
electronic digital technology . . . breaking down
barriers between all those things."

This month, Skepper's "unorthodox
orchestration and technique" is on show at
NGV International for Napoleon at Night. He re-
interprets "musical compositions of the
Napoleonic era" with a cello, harpsichord and sewing machine (yes, you read that correctly) but
he stresses: "I'm not being literal. I'm not playing a Mozart sonata which Napoleon would have
heard."

Instead, Skepper uses a loop machine to "intricately layer sampled sounds, building them into an
orchestral ensemble".

"I don't consider myself as a pure classical musician. I create fantasies for people to enter, where
they can be whisked away into other worlds."

Skepper's original works wend their way into live performance, sound exhibitions, film scores
and advertising campaigns but much is anchored in what he calls "fundamental laws of harmony
and melody".

"It's about having that foundation and using that as a springboard ... I'm not coming (to NGV) to

Sound fit for an emperorSound fit for an emperor
SIMON PLANT HERALD SUN AUGUST 14, 2012 12:00AM

SHA RE     SAVE THIS STORY

Ads By Google

Canadian Money Transfers Unbeatable Rates on International Money Transfers. 1st Transfer
Free! www.canadianforex.ca

Most ViewedMost Viewed

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

EntertainmentEntertainment

HE was booted off Dancing With the Stars, but not
before Mark Holden proudly flashed his paunch. And
no, it wasn’t a stunt gut.

What’s up with Mark Holden?What’s up with Mark Holden?

comments

What’s happened toWhat’s happened to
Zellweger’s face?Zellweger’s face?

NEWS SPORT ENTERTAINMENT BUSINESS LIFESTYLE VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS

CONFIDENTIAL PHOTOS MOVIES TELEVISION ARTS MUSIC BOOKS COMPETITIONS

Confessions from inside the BirdcageConfessions from inside the Birdcage

Massacre was gunman’s ‘destiny’Massacre was gunman’s ‘destiny’

Who’s next in line at your AFL club?Who’s next in line at your AFL club?

Bikie link in violent suburban deathBikie link in violent suburban death

Bachelor Blake: ‘You made me look stupid’Bachelor Blake: ‘You made me look stupid’

Oh, baby — I wasn’t expecting youOh, baby — I wasn’t expecting you

Doubt over alleged killer’s banker claimDoubt over alleged killer’s banker claim

Lions sweat on Aish, Pickering’s next playLions sweat on Aish, Pickering’s next play

9C-27C



 MELBOURNE

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

/help/sitemap/
http://www.heraldsun.com.au
/
/sport
/entertainment
/business
/lifestyle
/video
/classifieds
/entertainment/confidential
/entertainment/photos
/entertainment/movies
/entertainment/television
/entertainment/arts
/entertainment/music
/entertainment/books
/entertainment/competitions
http://weather.heraldsun.com.au/
http://facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/arts/sound-fit-for-an-emperor/story-fn7euh6j-1226449871746&t=Sound fit for an emperor
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/arts/sound-fit-for-an-emperor/story-fn7euh6j-1226449871746&text=Sound fit for an emperor
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/arts/sound-fit-for-an-emperor/story-fn7euh6j-1226449871746&title=Sound fit for an emperor
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/arts/sound-fit-for-an-emperor/story-fn7euh6j-1226449871746
mailto:?body=http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/arts/sound-fit-for-an-emperor/story-fn7euh6j-1226449871746&subject=Sound fit for an emperor
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBskaLF5GVJnYMsL7lwf8r4CoDrzT9f8DlPX16o8Bq9L_pRUQASCU5MEOUMH-pPn4_____wFg_aCZgegDoAHMmqv4A8gBAagDAaoE3AFP0Nf-In99mZ0Qet0Ih6g0u3T3xcbOlUYUL-vjrXIdDT6aO2mDJ2L6tD6FWYY3hsri0EiE-Py_DQGTOb3OoKrOjYJZR3irC-3G2LEk_xz83jzYPd2zihgAl4Hs4mEn-Ufk_JD1fsjadDmUjKJ67JFuqCnORaezibMPyt1ZY_dozuOZJdpsI6RgqAKIHvWazl7NwfQKfgvvtkk7uUS8LJNxjSCB6IxBGdba76Fl08LLqPR2FGso32SjsFzYcwHX8G_9j8pxpxFnFJaXsI3zsLqThMdCQ0lDRxy9FzzCgAec5dQH&num=1&sig=AOD64_2n-LAXsT7gn00_tiI6o7p0VJuisw&client=ca-nd-heraldsun-st-intl_js&adurl=http://www.canadianforex.ca/benefits/%3Fcid%3D1231
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CBskaLF5GVJnYMsL7lwf8r4CoDrzT9f8DlPX16o8Bq9L_pRUQASCU5MEOUMH-pPn4_____wFg_aCZgegDoAHMmqv4A8gBAagDAaoE3AFP0Nf-In99mZ0Qet0Ih6g0u3T3xcbOlUYUL-vjrXIdDT6aO2mDJ2L6tD6FWYY3hsri0EiE-Py_DQGTOb3OoKrOjYJZR3irC-3G2LEk_xz83jzYPd2zihgAl4Hs4mEn-Ufk_JD1fsjadDmUjKJ67JFuqCnORaezibMPyt1ZY_dozuOZJdpsI6RgqAKIHvWazl7NwfQKfgvvtkk7uUS8LJNxjSCB6IxBGdba76Fl08LLqPR2FGso32SjsFzYcwHX8G_9j8pxpxFnFJaXsI3zsLqThMdCQ0lDRxy9FzzCgAec5dQH&num=1&sig=AOD64_2n-LAXsT7gn00_tiI6o7p0VJuisw&client=ca-nd-heraldsun-st-intl_js&adurl=http://www.canadianforex.ca/benefits/%3Fcid%3D1231
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/television/big-brothers-lawson-and-cat-declare-their-love-for-each-other-despite-his-longterm-girlfriend/story-fni0cjvk-1227097019654
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/movies/lesbian-vampire-killers-the-film-sophie-monk-doesnt-want-you-to-see/story-fni0bom0-1227097486882
http://madamenoire.com/475350/not-african-american/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/the-life-and-fashions-of-oscar-de-la-renta/2014/10/20/e19016ae-6fc6-11e1-8670-ac228f6e3e10_gallery.html
http://thestir.cafemom.com/breaking/178108/teacher_shows_bikini_picture_assembly
http://americanlivewire.com/2014-09-22-embarrassing-celebrity-wardrobe-malfunctions/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/theoval/2014/10/20/obama-cousin-pookie-congressional-elections/17603991/
http://www.viral.littlethings.com/andrew-scholz-country-singer-wows-judges/
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/features/spring-racing-carnival/confessions-from-inside-flemingtons-birdcage-at-the-spring-racing-carnival/story-fnjpkgxg-1227097472795?sv=bd43039c8395cc9a601f83d2c646a097
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/monash-university-gunman-huan-yun-xiang-planned-a-massacre-but-these-heroes-stood-in-his-way/story-fni0ffnk-1227096418771?sv=1ab9df008d436e9da799aaf60fa2f717
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/sport/afl/jesse-hogan-nathan-freeman-and-patrick-cripps-among-those-afl-players-looking-to-step-up-in-2015/story-fni5f22o-1227097124498?sv=6344dcb9ebb74919f1ab1e3e50ccf143
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/three-men-appear-in-court-over-violent-death-in-caroline-springs/story-fni0fee2-1227096792381?sv=668517f0fd3dbd54bea969695d3a6003
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/entertainment/television/the-bachelor-blake-and-louise-confess-wed-do-anything-to-be-together/story-fni0cjvk-1227096547810?sv=e27c46fe92e67adbdebf50d3962f1b07
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/melbourne-woman-gives-birth-only-a-few-days-after-finding-out-she-was-pregnant/story-fni0fit3-1227096961149?sv=13915011a1d8a8181a10c65b0d70f7de
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/man-charged-over-university-student-murder-a-call-centre-worker-not-investment-banker/story-fni0fee2-1227096543262?sv=aa9a7e8c7ee36349ce849716e67a626f
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/sport/afl/player-agent-liam-pickering-growing-into-one-of-the-most-feared-and-most-powerful-afl-identities/story-fnp04d70-1227096528902?sv=2f1c5a992a79fd21580c0d5d2562af4a
/entertainment
/entertainment/television/mark-holden-leaves-dancing-with-the-stars-after-flashing-his-gut-in-dance-stunt/story-fni0cjvk-1227097938242
/entertainment/television/mark-holden-leaves-dancing-with-the-stars-after-flashing-his-gut-in-dance-stunt/story-fni0cjvk-1227097938242
/entertainment/television/mark-holden-leaves-dancing-with-the-stars-after-flashing-his-gut-in-dance-stunt/story-fni0cjvk-1227097938242
/entertainment/celebrity/rene-zellweger-looks-unrecognisable-as-she-steps-out-in-hollywood/story-fni0bn7b-1227097972048
/entertainment/celebrity/rene-zellweger-looks-unrecognisable-as-she-steps-out-in-hollywood/story-fni0bn7b-1227097972048
http://www.taste.com.au/gallery/10+delicious+lunch+and+snack+ideas,497?image=5620&ref=,
http://www.homelife.com.au/decorating/galleries/how+to+style+a+living+room,32635
http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-news/driving-a-v8-supercar-paul-gover-29756?origin=newsfooter

http://www.moshtix.com.au/v2/event/harbour-party-nye-2014/73390?&ref=footer-sp&utm_source=moshtix&utm_medium=NDM&utm_campaign=LunaPark&utm_content=footer

http://www.ourdeal.com.au/deal/lindt-sprungli-cafe-indulgence-sydney-melbourne/?ref=4xzkx&utm_source=Affiliate&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=news
https://greatestjobever.careerone.com.au/?utm_source=news+/+footer&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=newsfooter

http://er.eurekareport.com.au/august_reporting_subscribe/
http://www.getprice.com.au/televisions.htm?utm_source=news&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Televisions
http://moneycompare.heraldsun.com.au/compare/debit-cards?utm_source=news&utm_medium=Footer&utm_campaign=BA_bankwestqantas&mz_source=__footer
http://news.whistleout.com.au/MobilePhones?utm_source=Widget_News_Strip&utm_medium=Widget&utm_campaign=iPhone_6_Plans
http://news.whistleout.com.au/MobilePhones?utm_source=Widget_News_Strip&utm_medium=Widget&utm_campaign=iPhone_6_Plans
http://moneycompare.heraldsun.com.au/compare/credit-cards?utm_source=news&utm_medium=Footer&utm_campaign=CC_stgeorgevertigo&mz_source=__footer
http://moneycompare.heraldsun.com.au/compare/home-loans?utm_source=news&utm_medium=Footer&utm_campaign=HL_paperhouse456&mz_source=__footer
http://www.expedia.com.au/last-minute?mdpcid=AU.DIRECT.NEWS.TRAVEL.FOOTER
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


TOP VIDEOS

Recommended by

Deals Compare Popular

Deals powered by WhistleOut

WhistleOut

Stunning new LG G3 starting at $53/Month Min. Total
Cost $1,272 over 24 months

Hot New LG G3 $53/Mth on Optus

Tech Deals « 2 of 13 »

Ads By Google

Hey, Sandra Bullock Lied
Her Fans Are In Shock. Her Huge Secret Is Finally
Exposed!

present something known. People can expect something they have never heard or seen before."

Home is a studio in Tokyo but Skepper is always on the move, "wanting to move beyond what
we're comfortable with" and - when time allows - designing clothes. His Napoleon ensemble
includes a frock-coat from Vienna, shoes from Milan and a top hat festooned with peacock
feathers by milliner sister Rachel.

"There's definitely a theatrical side to what I do," he laughs, "and if I was living in Napoleonic
times, I would certainly have been part of the aristocracy!"

------------

NAPOLEON AT NIGHT
Benjamin Skepper
NGV International, 5-9pm; August 15, 22 and 29. Free
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ONE of Oscar de la Renta’s last acts was to design
Amal Alamuddin’s wedding dress. Today the fashion
elite are mourning the death of a legend.
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JILTED Sam Frost has labelled her ex fiance The
Bachelor  Blake Garvey’s version of events as “false”
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